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Program Notes
William Halson Boorn was born in Anthony, Kansas, November 21, 1906 and died December 
1, 1959 in Detroit, Michigan. A tuba and string bass player, he toured with dance bands in 
the Midwest for several years. Settling in Detroit he worked as a boiler maker but continued 
to perform in the Moslem Shrine Band under the direction of Leonard B. Smith and various 
theatre orchestras. 

Although the composer of only a few known works Boorn’s 1927 march Queen City became 
very popular and is still found on lists of “favorite marches.” The march includes no dedica-
tion, but the title undoubtedly refers to Cincinnati, Ohio, the home of Boorn’s publisher, the 
Fillmore Brothers. Cincinnati has always been known as the “Queen City of the West.” This 
designation originated from the days when Ohio really was the western part of the United 
States. The title became nationally known from a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
which reads in part:

And this Song of the Vine,
This greeting of mine,
The winds and the birds shall deliver,
To the Queen of the West,
In her garlands dressed,
On the banks of the Beautiful River.

About the Arranger

Laurie Lafferty, is currently Associate Professor of Music Education and Music Education 
Coordinator at The University of Akron. A graduate of Baldwin Wallace College, Dr. Lafferty 
holds a Master’s degree from Youngstown State University and a Ph.D. from Kent State 
University. Prior to her appointment at Akron she was an instrumental music teacher in Ohio 
public schools for twenty-three years. 

Dr. Lafferty is an active member of the Ohio Music Education Association, serving on 
various state committees, holding district office, and adjudicating at district and state level 
competitions. In addition, she has served as guest conductor and guest clinician at confer-
ences throughout the United States.

CPS77sc.indd   2 5/22/08   12:19:08 PM



Flute

Oboe

1

2
3

Alto Clarinet
in E

Bass Clarinet
in B

Bassoon

Alto
Saxophone in E

Tenor
Saxophone in B

Baritone
Saxophone in E

1

2
3

1
2

Trombone

Baritone

Tuba

Mallet
Percussion

Timpani

1

2

Percussion

Trumpet in B

Horn in F

Clarinet in B

1
2

March Tempo  = 120

March Tempo  = 120

1 2 3 4

CPS77F

3

W. H. BOORN
Arranged by Laurie Lafferty

Copyright © 1927 by Fillmore Bros. Co. Copyright Renewed
All rights assigned to Carl Fischer, LLC

This edition Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for 
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Performance Series
• Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and  

2 Trombone parts
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully 

considered
• Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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BILL CALHOUN

Copyright © 2008 by Pembroke Music Co., Inc., a division of Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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Commissioned by the Boynton Middle School Concert Band, Ithaca, NY,
Michael Allen, Director
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