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About the Composition

This piece was inspired by a documentary about the Peregrine Falcon, one of 
nature’s boldest predators. For thousands of years, humans have admired its 
beauty, power, and fiery spirit. However, one quality above all sets this bird of 
prey apart from all other animals. When it comes to raw speed, no creature on 
earth can match it. The Peregrine Falcon can dive at speeds of up to 242 mph. 
The piece attempts to capture its glory in flight. Share with students what the 
piece is trying to convey. I hope you and your students enjoy Rise of the Falcon.

About the Composer

Composer Robert L. Lee is a public school teacher from Dothan, Alabama. He 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Troy University and a Master’s 
Degree in Music Education from The University of Southern Mississippi. Many of his 
compositions are aimed towards building young bands. Much of his research, 
study, and instruction throughout his career has focused on designing sequential 
and efficient instrumental music curriculums that develop young ensembles. The 
excitement and creativity of his compositions for young band encourage stu-
dents to use their imaginations as they embark on a personal journey of making 
music, all while learning key concepts and maturing as a musician. 
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

First Plus Band
• Playable at the end of most 1st year method books
• For developing bands
• Limited instrumentation with the addition of Clarinet 2 and Trumpet 2
• Bass still covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument
• More eighth notes
• Clarinet 1 begins playing above the break
• Active percussion writing
• Short pieces - length is a consideration  
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