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About the Composition

Rocky River Celebration is a festive overture for young band suitable for concert or fes-
tival, providing musical challenges for every section within limited technical demands. 
Opening with a dramatic fanfare which unifies the work [mm. 38, 72, 96] it is contrasted 
by a stately march theme [mm. 17 and 80]. The contrasting lyrical section beginning 
at m. 50 reappears for full ensemble [m. 88] before a final dramatic statement of the 
opening fanfare

The first section should be performed marcato, making sure the 2nd trumpet balances 
the 1st part. At m. 17 a more sustained, legato style is required. Note the subito piano at 
m. 33 and again at m. 46. A gentle, lyrical quality at m. 50 will allow for maximum musi-
cal contrast. The opening marcato returns at m. 72 with the sustained section following 
at m. 80 and a full, sonorous reprise of the slow section theme. The work closes with a 
return of the opening fanfare extended by “bell” tones at m. 102.

About the Composer

Laurie Lafferty is Professor of Instrumental Music Education and Music Education Coor-
dinator at The University of Akron. Her teaching assignments include wind & percussion 
pedagogy, rehearsal techniques, student teaching supervision, University Band, and 
graduate core music education classes. A graduate of Baldwin Wallace College, Dr. 
Lafferty holds a Master’s degree from Youngstown State University and a Ph.D. from 
Kent State University. Prior to her appointment at Akron she was an instrumental music 
teacher in Ohio public schools for 23 years. Her junior high and high school bands con-
sistently received superior ratings at Ohio Music Education Association district and state 
adjudicated events and performed at local, state, and national conferences.

An active guest conductor and clinician, she is also a member of OMEA where she has 
served on various state committees, held district office, and adjudicates at district and 
state competitions. Her articles on music education have been published in the Instru-
mentalist, the Band Director’s Guide, Triad, and Contributions to Music Education. Her 
ensemble and young band arrangements appear on the contest lists in states around 
the country.
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Œ œ œ ˙
Œ œ œ ˙

Œ œ œ ˙

œ ˙ œ
œ ˙ œ
œœ œœ œœ œ œœ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ
Œ œ œ ˙

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ Œ œ

30

∑

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ
œ ˙ œ
˙ ˙œ ˙ œ
œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

œ ˙ œ
œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ
∑

œ ˙ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ Œ œ

31

∑
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44
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∑
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32

∑

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.
∑

∑

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.
∑

∑

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
∑

∑

∑

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ œ ‰ jœ œ œ∑
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∑

cresc.p
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cresc.p
cresc.p

cresc.p

cresc.p

p cresc.

33

33

a2

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.
∑

∑

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.
∑

∑

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.
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∑

∑

∑
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∑
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> œ œ>

.œ>
jœ> œ œ>
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>
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>
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Œ Ó
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38

38
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∑
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39
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40
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Ó Œ ‰ jœ>
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Ó Œ œ

>
œœ

>
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∑
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˙ ˙
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œ> >̇ œ>

>̇ >̇

>̇ >̇
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>̇ >̇
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∑
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œ
>
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œ œ œ

>
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>
Œ œ

>
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∑
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Œ œ
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a2

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ œ ‰ jœ œ œ∑

46

∑

46

46

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

Jœ. ‰ œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ.
‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ œ ‰ jœ œ œ∑

47

∑

molto rit. e dim.

molto rit. e dim.

œœ. œœ. ‰ Jœœ
. œœ. œœ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ.

‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰

jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰

jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. ‰ jœ. œ. œ.
œœ . œœ . ‰ Jœœ

. œœ . œœ .

œ. œ. ‰ Jœ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.
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œ. œ. ‰
jœ. œ. œ.

œ œ ‰ jœ œ œ∑

48

∑
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œœ. œœ. ‰ Jœ- œ- œ-

œ. œ. Œ Œ

œ. œ. ‰ jœ- œ- œ-
œ. œ. ‰

jœ- œ- œ-

œ. œ.
Œ œ-

œ. œ. Œ œ-

œ. œ. Œ œ-
œ. œ. Œ œ-
œ. œ. Œ œ-

œ. œ. ‰ jœ- œ- œ-
œ. œ. ‰

jœ- œ- œ-
œ. œ. Œ œ-œœ . œœ . Œ œœ-

œ. œ. Œ œ-

œ. œ. Œ œ-
œ. œ. Œ Œ

œ. œ. Œ œ-
œ œ Œ Œ

∑

49
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Spirits AwakeFull Score
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Bass Drum, 
Gong)

(Tambourine, 
Suspended Cymbal, 
Crash Cymbals, 
Triangle, Mark Tree)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Young Band
• Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part
• Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms
• Clarinet 2 still below break 
• Low brass writing carefully considered 
• Keys carefully considered
• Logical voice leading
• Still limited independence of parts
• Active percussion writing with more instrument options 
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