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Program Notes
As the title indicates, the mood of Rondo Festivo should be carefree and joyous. Strive for 
a flowing, lilting rhythmic feel which is energetic, but not forced; propulsive, but not aggres-
sive; steady, but not incessant. Smooth execution of the rhythm will not call undo attention 
to the irregular pulse, but rather convey the dance-like character of the piece. As an anal-
ogy, a fine performance of the second movement of Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony does 
not preoccupy listeners with the  meter, but rather imbues the music with the spirit of a 
waltz. Likewise, Rondo Festivo should have a dance-like quality.

Percussion balance is crucial to a successful performance. Depending on the number of 
winds, the director may double percussion where needed.

Thank you for choosing this composition. I hope you and your students find it educational 
and enjoyable.

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland  2008

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music edu-
cation from the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his thirty-one year 
career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous compositions 
for his students. In 1994, Carl Fischer began publishing many of these classroom-tested 
pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and the 1996 best-seller Rock 
to the Max, Mr. Sax. In 2003, Compello’s journey from local band director to internationally 
published composer was chronicled in the prestigious Baltimore Sun. Now retired from 
teaching, Compello, continues to draw on his extensive background in music education to 
compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series, which now contains 
over eighty-five of his works.
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Percussion
(Maracas, Triangle,
Tambourine,
Crash Cymbals)

2
Maracas

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.

All rights reserved including performing rights.

Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.
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Printed in the U.S.A.
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(Castanets, Snare Drum,
Claves, Bass Drum
Suspended Cymbal
Woodblock)

1
Claves

Timpani
B  : E  : F

Mallet
Percussion

Bells
Xylophone

Xylo.

Tuba

Baritone

Trombone 1
2

Horn in F 1
2

Trumpet in B

2
3

1

Con molto spirito (  = ca. 288)

Baritone
Saxophone in E

Saxophone in B
Tenor

Saxophone in E
Alto 1

2

Bassoon

Stagger measures as needed

Bass Clarinet
in B

Alto Clarinet
in E

2
3

a2 Stagger measures as neededClarinet in B

1

Stagger measures as needed

Oboe

Full Score

Flute
Piccolo

1
2

Con molto spirito (  = ca. 288)

Rondo Festivo
JOSEPH COMPELLO

3
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2
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Prepare Crash Cymbals
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1
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1
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2
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1
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2
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1
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1
2
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3
2

Cl.
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1
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Hn.
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1
2

2
3

Tpt.
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1
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in E

T. Sax.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

Bsn.

B. Cl.
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A. Cl.
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3
2
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1

Ob.
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2

84 85 86 87

1
cresc.

S. D.

Sus. Cym.
molto cresc.

Timp.
cresc. molto cresc.

Mall.
Perc.

Tuba

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

Bar.
cresc. molto cresc.

Tbn. 1
2

cresc. poco a poco cresc. molto cresc.molto cresc.

Hn.
in F

1
2

cresc. molto cresc.

2
3

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

Tpt.
in B

1

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

Bar. Sax.
in E

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

T. Sax.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

Bsn.

B. Cl.
in B

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

A. Cl.
in E

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.

3
2

cresc. poco a poco
molto cresc.

Cl.
in B

1

cresc. poco a poco molto cresc.
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26

1
2
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1

S. D. + Cast.

B. D. + Claves

Timp.

Mall.
Perc.

Xylo.
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Tuba

Bar.

Tbn. 1
2

Stagger measures as needed

Hn.
in F

1
2

Stagger measures as needed

2
3

Tpt.
in B

1

88 Jubilato
Opt. 8va

Bar. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

Bsn.

B. Cl.
in B

A. Cl.
in E

3
2

Cl.
in B

1

Ob.

Fl. 1
2

88
- Picc.
Jubilato

(Lower octave cued Fl. 1 al fine)
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2
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1

Timp.

Mall.
Perc.

Tuba

Bar.

Tbn. 1
2

Hn.
in F

1
2

2
3

Tpt.
in B

1

loco

Bar. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

Bsn.

B. Cl.
in B

A. Cl.
in E

3
2

Cl.
in B

1

Ob.

Fl.

28

1
2

+ Picc.
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2

94 95 96 97

1

Timp.

Mall.
Perc.

Tuba

cresc.

Bar.

subito cresc.

Tbn. 1
2

subito cresc.

Hn.
in F

1
2

2
3

cresc.

Tpt.
in B

1

Bar. Sax.
in E

cresc.

T. Sax.
in B

subito cresc.

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

subito cresc.

Bsn.
cresc.

B. Cl.
in B

subito cresc.

A. Cl.
in E

subito cresc.

3
2

subito cresc.

Cl.
in B

1
subito cresc.

Ob.

Fl. 1
2
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Perc.

2

98

Prepare triangle

Prepare Crash Cymbals
99 100

1

Timp.

Mall.
Perc.

Tuba

molto cresc.

Bar.
molto cresc.

Tbn. 1
2

molto cresc.

Hn.
in F

1
2

molto cresc.

2
3

molto cresc.

Tpt.
in B

1

molto cresc.

99 Play either

Bar. Sax.
in E

molto cresc.

T. Sax.
in B

molto cresc.

A. Sax.
in E

1
2

molto cresc.
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