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About the Composition

Scholastics March is a concert march for a moderately advanced band. Its title is 
derived from the use of the tune School Days as the theme of the Trio (m. 48) and 
the Recap (m. 96). Fragments of School Days can also be heard in other sections 
of the march: 
1. The 1st strain at mm. 8-11
2. The break-up strain beginning at m. 79
3. The conclusion of the march at m. 128

Careful attention to dynamics and articulation are crucial in achieving the classic 
American concert march style in which this piece was conceived.

Thank you for choosing this composition. I hope performing it proves to be a worth-
while endeavor. Your comments are most welcome.

—Joseph Compello,
Glen Arm, Maryland, 2014.

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music 
education from the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his 31 
year career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous com-
positions for his students. In 1994, Andrew Balent began publishing many of these 
classroom-tested pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and 
the 1996 best-seller Rock to the Max, Mr. Sax. Now retired from teaching with well 
over 100 published works to his credit, Compello continues to draw on his extensive 
background in music education to compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s 
Performance Series.

His music for young players is now a model for college curricular study by music edu-
cation students. A master’s thesis by Abel Borg entitled The resourceful and engag-
ing compositions for beginning band by Joseph Compello is available at: http://
gradworks.umi.com/MR/75/MR75572.html.

Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was 
recently chronicled in the Baltimore Sun. His ASCAP award winning music is now 
performed worldwide in venues ranging from school concerts to Carnegie Hall.
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