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About the Composition

Good music performed well inspires the imagination . Historically the “Shillelagh” 
(sha-LAY-lee) is a wooden walking stick that accompanied Irishmen as they went 
about their daily routine . The shillelagh could be a weapon for defense, a tool for 
prodding, but always a personal symbol of pride and status for the man who carried 
one . Shillelagh! is a rhapsody based on familiar Irish songs such as an Irishman might 
have heard while walking past the taverns of his village, sporting his own shillelagh .

About the Composer

James “Jim” Meredith retired in December 2013 after 40 years devoted to middle 
school band . He graduated from the Shenandoah Conservatory of Music in 1974 
with a major in euphonium and immediately began his teaching career in Lynch-
burg, Virginia . Most of those years were spent at Sandusky Middle School where the 
band program achieved state, national, and international recognition, performing 
at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, and at the Virginia Music Educator’s Conference 
multiple times . Mr . Meredith was recognized as the 2010 VMEA Music Educator of 
the Year and in 2012 was awarded the Director Legion Laureate award presented 
annually to eight band directors nationwide by the John Philip Sousa Founda-
tion and BANDWORLD magazine . Over the years Jim has done many successful 
arrangements and original compositions for his own bands as well as commissions 
for other bands and orchestras . Just recently he has committed to rearranging them 
for publication . He enjoys a busy schedule of guest-conducting, adjudicating, and 
guest speaking at universities to music education majors .
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band . Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band 
when it achieves that level . Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that 
will be appropriate for your band, as it develops .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed to 
meet all of your performance and teaching needs . The Carl Fischer composers and arrang-
ers are some of the most respected writers in the business . Their music is dynamic, fresh and 
eminently worthy of your attention .

Concert Band
• Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and 2 Trombone parts
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully considered
• Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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CPS158 — Set
CPS158F — Full Score
CPS158P — Parts
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