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Program Notes
The Spirit of an Eagle was commissioned by the Charles C. Erwin Middle School Band in 
Salisbury, North Carolina directed by Sonya Ferguson. It was premiered in November of 
2007 with the composer conducting.

The piece is a concert overture in standard ABA form. It was intended that the piece would 
depict the majestic beauty of the eagle. Parts of the composition portray the flight of the 
eagle while the slow middle section emulates the shear beauty of this great animal. It 
begins with an energetic and rhythmic fanfare that outlines the harmonic progressions 
used throughout the rest of the piece. This is followed by the bold main theme first stated 
by the trumpets. The main theme is then repeated with an echo effect and countermelody 
in the upper woodwinds. After a short transition the slow lyrical theme begins with a pulsing 
drone in the timpani and lower winds.  The harmonic movement floats over this constant 
pedal point. This section should never be hurried; it should have a very relaxed feel. The 
slow section builds to climax with a sudden modulation before coming to another point of 
repose before returning to the main allegro theme. This time it is stated in a soaring manner 
over staccato eighth notes. The introductory material returns followed by a final full-band 
statement of the main theme and then a short coda based upon the opening fanfare to 
complete the work.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your 
students enjoy it and find it useful for your program.

—LARRY CLARK
Lakeland, FL  2008

About the Composer

Larry Clark (b. 1963) is Vice President for Carl Fischer, LLC in New York. At Carl Fischer he 
serves as the editor and chief and coordinates all of Carl Fischer’s publishing in all genres 
of music. Prior to this appointment he served as an Instrumental Music Editor for Warner Bros. 
Publications in Miami. His diverse background includes serving as the Director of Bands at 
Syracuse University and considerable public school teaching in the state of Florida. 

Larry is well known as a composer and arranger of music for band and orchestra. His 
pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival 
performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 
150 publications in print and is in demand to write commissions for bands and orchestras 
across the country. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State 
University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison 
University in Virginia.
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LARRY CLARK

Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.

Commissioned by the 2007 Charles C. Erwin Middle School Band, Salisbury, NC, Sonya Ferguson, director; 
In celebration of the school's 40th anniversary and in honor of Elliott Mathis, assistant principal.

The Spirit of an Eagle
Full Score

(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

(Crash Cymbals,
Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal,
Triangle, Tam-tam)

(Bells)



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

6 7

Tamb.

8 9 10

11

11

marc.

marc.

11
YPS73F

4



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

12 13 14 15 16 17
YPS73F

5



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

18 19

20

20

marc.

marc.

marc.

20 21 22 23
YPS73F

6



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

24 25 26 27

28

28

28 29
YPS73F

7



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

30 31 32
T.-tam

rit.

rit.

33
Sus. Cym.

Adagio  = 62

Adagio  = 62

34

34

34

Tri.

35

legato

legato

Cue:Baritone

legato

legato

legato

legato

36
YPS73F

8



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44

44

44 45
YPS73F

9



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

46 47 48 49 50 51

52

52

52 53 54
YPS73F

10



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

55 56 57 58

rit.

rit.

59

A  Tempo

A  Tempo

60

60

60 61 62
YPS73F

11



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

63 64 65

rit.

rit.

66 67 68

A  Tempo

A  Tempo

69

rit.

rit.

70 71
YPS73F

12



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

72

Tempo I  = 144

Tempo I  = 144

73

73

73

Cr. Cym.

74

marc.

75

Tamb.

76 77
YPS73F

13



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

78 79 80 81 82 83
YPS73F

14



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

84

84

84 85 86 87 88 89
YPS73F

15



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

90 91 92 93

94

94

marc.

marc.

marc.

marc.

94 95
YPS73F

16



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

96 97 98 99 100
YPS73F

17



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

101 102 103

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

104

cresc.

YPS73F

18



Fl.

Ob.
(Fl. 2)

1

2

B. Cl.
in B

A. Sax.
in E

T. Sax.
in B

Bar. Sax.
in E

1

2

Tbn.,
Bar.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in B

Hn. in F

Cl.
in B

105 106 107 108
YPS73F

19



YPS73	 —	 $60.00	 Set
YPS73F	 —	 $10.00	 Full	Score
YPS73P	 —	 $3.50	 Parts

ISBN 0-8258-6810-6

65 Bleecker Street, New York, NY 10012
www.carlfischer.com

U
P

C

The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Young Performance Series
• Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part
• Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms
• Clarinet 2 still below break 
• Low brass writing carefully considered 
• Keys carefully considered
• Logical voice leading
• Still limited independence of parts
• Active percussion writing with more instrument options 
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GREGORY B. RUDGERS

Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.

Printed in the U.S.A.

Commissioned by and dedicated to the Clarence, NY Middle School  
Sixth Grade Band, Michael Vertoske, Director
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