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About the Composition

Every year I struggle with finding new and innovative ways to create holiday music. It is always fun to 
compose a new work and reference others, and this is the result. Sweet Little Jesus Boy by Robert 
MacGimsey, the traditional carol Away in a Manger, and Brahms all make an appearence.  Many people 
just assume that Sweet Little Jesus Boy is a standard African-American spiritual, because it was com-
posed in the style of a spiritual in 1934 by Mr. MacGimsey.

Spiritual influences are felt throughout, especially with the harmony, and you will hear blues and jazz 
influences as well. The piece begins simply first with a quote from the Brahms Lullaby, and then moves 
to the flutes playing the melody over a sparse, harmonic pad. This is expanded and then the piece shifts 
to  time and into the brass, introducing Away in a Manger as the MacGimsey melody continues over 
the top in the woodwinds. This is followed by the second section of Sweet Little Jesus Boy in the low 
brass that builds in drama. A return of themes then builds to a dramatic climax. This is followed by a short 
saxophone solo, and then quotes return to complete the piece with hints again of the Brahms Lullaby to 
tie it all together.

This piece is certainly playable alone, but it has also been designed to be playable with a choral set-
ting of the piece (soon to be released in 2013) and can also work together with the band version of this 
arrangement.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece.  I hope you and your students enjoy 
it and find it useful for your program.

-LARRY CLARK
Lakeland, FL  2012

About Larry Clark

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and 
string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is for 
high school and college ensembles. His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well 
scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is 
not only intriguing to performers and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a 
keen understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been per-
formed internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance required music lists. He is 
an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200 publications in print and is in demand to write com-
missions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music. 
In this capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his 
main focus is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the com-
pany. He travels the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conduct-
ing appearances. His background as a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse 
University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for 
school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and 
Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more 
information about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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