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Program Notes

A number of years ago | visited White Pines State Park in lllinois and dutifully hiked into a dense pine forest. On
this breezy, cool day in mid-March, | stood in awe among the towering pines. | closed my eyes and listened to the
cool winds rushing through pine branches hanging above me. Since that moment, | have wanted to write a piece
depicting what | felt on that day. It is hard to describe in words the emotions | felt; it was a peculiar feeling of mel-
ancholy and loss. | also had a Native-American tonality in my head, perhaps because of those aforementioned
feelings. It was a very magical moment, and | longed to describe it musically.

Whispering Pines was written on commission from Pam Jorgensen, a band director who was particularly interested
in my creating a slower work for middle-school band. | grappled with the idea for some time and was concerned
that | create work that would be enjoyable to perform and exciting fo listen to. What resulted is a work that | think
kids can relate to and have fun with, while conductors may address intonation, tone quality, phrasing, and, most
importantly, musical patience. | think middle-school students are emotionally deeper than many people give them
credit for these days, and it is my hope that with a piece such as this, educators can begin to tap into, develop, and
help students express their budding musical emotions.

About the Composer

An artist of widely diverse musical talents, Mike Forbes has set forth on a career encompassing all aspects of
performing, composing, teaching and conducting. He began his writing career creating hundreds of arrange-
ments and compositions especially for brass, many of which are performed by today’s foremost brass ensem-
bles. His works for the Sotto Voce Tuba Quartet (a group he co-found and manages), have also gained him
worldwide acclaim. He began to compose for other genres, as dozens of commissions from big-name brass
artists to university and high school band directors began to come in. He now considers himself extremely lucky
to be a fulltime composer and arranger writing especially for Carl Fischer Music.

Forbes began his career as a tubist in the U.S. Army Band, Pershing’s Own, where he was also very forfunate to
compose and arrange for the various ensembles in that prestigious unif. He left the band for a career in aco-
demia where he has served on the faculties of lllinois State University, Mary Washington University, Columbia
Union College, and Frederick Community College. He continues to be an active freelance performer and has
performed with a host of orchestras and bands throughout the United States. He can be heard on Summit
Records on a number of Soffo Voce Quartet albums but also on his own solo recording, Forbes Plays Koetsier,
where he features all seven works for solo tulba by Dutch composer, Jan Koetsier. As a conductor, Forbes served
as the musical director of the Brass Band of Central lllinois and has guest conducted numerous elements of
the U.S. Army Band. He is highly in demand as a guest conductor with junior and senior high honor bands and
youth brass bands.

Forbes studied with some of the most well-known tuba pedagogues in the world to include composer/tubist,
John Stevens. He received his DMA at the University of Maryland, MM at the University of Wisconsin and a BM
at the Pennsylvania State University. During his junior year at Penn State he took an exchange to Manchester,
England where he confinued his studies at the University of Manchester and the Royal Northern College of
Music. His time in England afforded him the opportunity to grow intimately familiar with the British Brass Band
fradition, from which he draws a great deal of his compositional influence.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to
provide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has
been carefully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each
piece in a level will work with your band when it achieves that level. Each
level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate
for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and
genres designed o meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The
Carl Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writ-
ers in the business. Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your
attention.

Young Performance Series

e Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part

* Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms

 Clarinet 2 still below break

* Low brass writing carefully considered

* Keys carefully considered

* Logical voice leading

« Sfill limited independence of parts

* Active percussion writing with more instrument options
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