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Program Notes

Wind Cycles is a tone poem that will stimulate the listener’s imagination. The sport of “cycling” encompasses many 
forms: recreational, competitive, and even amusing. 

In the dramatic introduction, one can visualize the preparation involved at the start of a race resulting in the sus-
pense created as the competitors await the signal to speed away. “And they’re off” as the music moves into its 
allegro section. The rhythmic ostinato that sets up this section helps to portray the incessant pedaling of the riders. 
Let your imagination fill in the rest of the story as you continue on your journey through Wind Cycles.

About the Composer

Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University (Pennsylvania) and his Bachelor 
of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca College, New York. He has been a public-school music 
educator for nearly thirty years and is currently Director of Bands and Department Chair at DeWitt Middle School in 
the Ithaca City School District, where he is also the district-wide Curriculum Chair for Instrumental Music. He resides 
in Lansing, New York with his wife and four children.

Currently a member of BMI, Bill has written countless band, brass and percussion arrangements/compositions for 
groups both concert and marching throughout the United States, Japan, Canada and England, and is published 
with Carl Fischer Music, Warner Bros. Publications and Ethos Publications.
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