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About the Composition

Zululand was written to honor the Zulu people of South Africa . Historically, they com-
prised a great nation (called Zululand by some), then suffered for many years under 
Apartheid with other South African people . This piece employs an original melody  
and orchestration based loosely on a Zulu call-and-response song, Shaka Mamba . 
The middle section is a partial setting of Nikosi Sikelel’ Afrika . It was originally a hymn 
turned rallying cry during Apartheid by the Zulu people and other oppressed South 
Africans .  It is now the South African national anthem . 

The percussion is prominent, as you might expect with South African music . All per-
cussion parts can be covered with 6 players . However, the crash cymbal part in Per-
cussion 2 could be covered by an additional player playing with 2 crash cymbals 
instead of a single crash cymbal struck with a stick, as indicated in the part .  The 
Percussion 2 part calls for concert toms or hand drums . I usually prefer hand drums 
if available .  In any case, strive for an authentic sound .  

The Percussion 1 bass drum part should be dry, as if it was a low concert tom more 
than a concert bass drum, and it should be heard clearly, particularly in the groove 
sections .  Muffling and maybe some smaller beaters will achieve this . The Percus-
sion 1, Player 1, will play both a snare with snares off and a lower-pitched concert 
tom . I tried to emphasize this in the score because when I write with these 2 drum 
voices, some teachers have 2 players divide the player 1 part (1 on snare-snares off 
and the other on the Tom part) and that is too difficult to read and play precisely .

 Though this is at an easier level, I feel it is not “baby-ish” music and has the potential 
to communicate a powerful message . However, I still hope that both performers 
and audience members have fun with the piece!     

About the Composer

Kevin Mixon is a National Board Certified Teacher and an instrumental music 
educator for Syracuse City Schools (NY) . He is in frequent demand as a conduc-
tor and clinician for festivals and conferences such as the International Society 
for Music Education Convention, The Midwest International Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, National Association for Music Education events, and state and regional 
music conferences .  He is author of Reaching and Teaching All Instrumental Music 
Students and contributing author to Teaching Music in the Urban Classroom (both 
NAfME/Rowman & Littlefield Publications) .  Several of his articles have appeared 
in Education Week, Music Educators Journal, Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, 
Dalcroze Society of America Journal, and The National Band Association Journal .  
Mr . Mixon is also an accomplished composer and arranger with several published 
works for band and orchestra .
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Zululand

Full Score

(Player 1: Two Concert 
Toms or Hand Drums
/Sus. cym.
Player 2: Crash Cymbal(s)
/ Shaker)

(Player 1:Snare Drum 
w/snares off/
Concert Tom,
Player 2: Bass Drum)

(Bells)

Commissioned by the Grisham Middle School Honors Band, Betty Bierschenk-Pierce and
Brigette Parsons, Directors, for their 2013 Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic performance  
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Player 2: To Sus. Cym. 
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