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About the Piece
The Great Wall of China, built over 2,000 years ago, was an attempt by Emperor Qin Shi Huang to 
prevent invasions of northern nomadic tribes and dynasties. Even today, as the wall snakes across 
the Chinese countryside, watch towers remind us of the great battles that were once fought in quest 
for power. One such battle, the Battle of Shanhai Pass, took place in 1644. This hard fought battle 
between dynasties ended with the Qing Dynasty reigning supremely over China. This made the 
Qing Empire the last dynasty in the history of China. Age of Empires depicts the story of this great 
battle through music. It is in three movements: In the Days of War, In Times of Peace and Festive 
Dance and Celebration.
       Rob Grice

About the Composer
Rob Grice’s compositions have been performed widely within the United States as well as 
internationally, including Asia, Australia, Canada, Europe, and the Middle East. His original works 
and arrangements have been selected for performance at the Midwest Clinic, Society of Wind 
Instruments (Germany), Texas Music Educators Conference, Carnegie Hall, Bands of America 
Regional Championships, as well as numerous state and regional events. His music was featured 
on Japan’s JVC Victor Entertainment BRN Compact Disc Series, a standard interpretive reference 
source for Japan’s school music program. He receives many request to commission new concert 
works and creates numerous publications for concert band and string orchestra each year. In 2010, 
Mr. Grice traveled to Oman to conduct the American International School of Muscat High School 
Symphonic Band in the premiere performance of “Mountain of the Sun.”

Mr. Grice’s background as an educator includes teaching instrumental music at the elementary, 
secondary and college levels as well as teaching orchestration, music appreciation, private piano 
and various educational workshops as an adjunct professor at the college level. Mr. Grice has 
served as guest conductor, clinician and adjudicator throughout the United States including a guest 
appearance at the 2005 Midwest Clinic in “Writing, Arranging, and Re-Arranging Music for your 
Young Band” sponsored by Northeastern Music Publications. His compositions have gained much 
popularity among music educators and students alike and have been selected for numerous state, 
national and international contest music lists.
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