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Night Ride of the Cossacks combines two Russian folksongs “Cossack Lullaby” and “Cossack
Patrol” (also known as “Meadowlands”) to portray the drama and excitement of the horsemen known
as the Cossacks. These famous mounted communities lived in the Ukraine and Southern Russia and
were known for their bravery, colorful dress and skill as horsemen. The name “Cossack” is thought to
refer to a people who were outside of society and therefore made their homes on the remote steppes
of Russia.

The tempo choice should take into consideration the ability of the ensemble to perform with
accuracy and precision. Careful attention to dynamic contrast and balance will gain the maximum
musical effect.

Gene Milford
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