Uncle Noomes and Uncle Toomes
( D’r Nonk Niemes en d’'r Nonk Tiiemes )

Wind Band / Fanfare

Hardy MERTENS

Music from the Dutch

Radio and Television Series
" THE MINE IN THE MIDDLE "

Uncle Noomes and Uncle Toomes

I must have been about four years old when Uncle Noomes and Uncle Toomes started to interfere
with my education. They had been there for a while, these woodcarved guardians of the sideboard
in our living room, but up to then they had never given us anything more than severe looks. This
changed however, when they decided to get in league with my father, a hard working butty at the
coalmine Laura in Eygelshoven.

The poor man longed for some domestic quiet in the evening hours, just at the time when my
adrenaline fun-fair always started to roll.

Bedtime? Without any bedroom - living room returns? No way! Imagine uncle Noomes and uncie
Toomes doing their bit without me being there!

As so many butties, my father carried the light into the darkness. It was a pity though that his light
shone so bright in my bedroom. Both gentlemen were, according to my father, only willing to move
when I was lying quietly between my sheets one floor up. So I was never able to witness their bouts.
But the satisfaction about the fact, that my good behaviour woke uncle Noomes and uncle Toomes
to life night afier night, has remained until this very day.

Now, some fourty vears later, they are still there. Still bearing their severe looks. Who knows what
they are getting up to in my fathers shed, whilst a couple of miles away I am peacefully asteep in
my bed.

Hardy Mertens, January 2002
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