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PROGRAM NOTES

The Tatarian people are descendants of the nomadic clans of Ghengis Khan (called the “Golden Horde”) who
came from Manchuria/Mongolia. They traveled northeast, settling in Russia in the ninth century. The Tatars live
on the fertile and mineral-rich lands of Povolzhya (the Volga River region), the Preuraliye (Ural Mountains), and
Siberia. This area, called Tatarstan, with its capital Kazan, is now a republic in the Russian Federation.

Tatarian music reflects the region’s rich natural resources. This folk music is fresh, lively, and melodious. It
expresses the many traditions of the Tatarian holidays.

The first movement, “Sabantui,” is a spring-summer holiday that occurs after the conclusion of agricultural labor.
It is a beautiful holiday with songs, dances, traditional Tatarian wrestling matches, and abundant entertainment.

The second movement, “Sarman,” is the name of a very small, beautiful river in Tatarstan. The Sarman has a
peaceful, unhurried current with many exuberant flowers and an abundance of lush grass along its banks. Fluid
and beautiful music was born along the banks of this river.

The third movement is the dance of the harvest holiday. This holiday is filled with dances, songs, and competi-
tions. Chief among these competitions is the accordion competition.

The fourth movement is a dance often performed at the beginning of wedding banquets. This festive celebra- j
tion includes many high-spirited dances, songs, and games. )
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