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Ryan Meeboer

Innovation is a musical representation of the City of Burlington, Canada moving into the future as an innovative
community.  As it continues to grow and develop, the city demonstrates its ingenuity through projects such as the
Brant Street Pier, the Burlington Performing Arts Center, and the developments to the downtown core.

The piece opens in the style of a fanfare, to celebrate the city of Burlington.  The consistent use of forte-piano
dynamics are important to allow the each of the call and response parts of the introduction to be clearly heard.  Spend
time developing the control of volume, as well as tone, to allow the balance of each musical idea throughout the
opening.

When the main theme of the piece first enters at measure 19, the role of the alto saxophone is to support the flute.
Make sure your alto players are in complete control of their sound, especially as they play the pitches above the staff.
Likewise, at measure 43, the altos play a counter melody to this theme with the 1st clarinet.  Again, the players need to
stay in control of the high C especially throughout this section.

Dynamics are key in the contrasting section, starting at measure 51.  In this section, the opening material returns in call
response form and starting with only a few instruments.  This will help the band achieve the suddenly soft dynamics.
The section slowly builds, re-introducing material from earlier in the piece, and bringing in more instruments.  Be sure,
as each instrument enters, it does not dominate, rather, it adds to the intensity and movement of the piece.

When the main body of the piece returns at measure 69, a new, rhythmic pulse adds to the momentum of the piece,
pushing it toward the end.  Try to keep this section light, even thought the rhythmic chords may feel like they should
be played heavily. Much like the contrasting section, the piece drops suddenly at measure 87. This time, however, all
the instruments are playing, so it is important that all players drop their volume immediately.  As the piece moves to its
finale, the dynamics need to slowly build until its final moment, with all instruments playing in unison.

This piece is the final movement of Burlington Suite, written for a special one day music camp for over 500 students in
Burlington, Canada. The opening movement is North Shore Overture, by composer David Marlatt, and the lyrical
middle movement is A World Away.
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