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River Valley Sketches

Matthew Donnelly was born and raised in Northern Ontario. He took composition at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ont.,
and graduated with a bachelor of music. After finishing his degree he stayed in the region mostly because of its outstanding
cultural community, but in part because he had fallen for the charm of the smaller, outlying towns.
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Matthew Donnelly

River Valley Sketches was written as a short musical depiction of Matthew’s adopted hometown, New
Hamburg, Canada and more specifically, the river that runs through it. The inspiration came from an early
morning walk; crossing over the river at the town’s main overpass, Matt stopped to take in the quiet beauty
of the steady current and soft, constant flow of water. The Nith River’s namesake, the Scottish River Nith,
also acts as an inspiration. As you listen to the piece, you will notice an echo of Scottish folk music while the
tempo and time changes mark the ever mutable ebb and flow of a river.

The first section is a depiction of the river itself; the flowing sixteenth note runs invites the listener to think of
water rushing over a dam. The second section of the piece is the sun rising over the river on a clear winter
morning, and the final section is a musical description of the bustling New Hamburg downtown. The Nith
River flows in Southwestern Ontario and is one of the five main tributaries that feeds the Grand River.
Housed on the Nith is Ontario’s largest water wheel, which is consequently located at the main overpass in
New Hamburg.

This piece won first place in the 2013 Canadian Band Association Composition Competition. Special thanks to the Canadian Band
Association and the following organizations for supporting the competition:

Core Members
Brandon University Symphonic Band (Wendy McCallum, conductor)
Festival City Winds Music Society (Wendy J. Grasdahl, Artistic Director & Principal Conductor)
Memorial University Wind Ensemble (Jason Caslor, conductor)
Sackville Community Band (Jim Forde, conductor)
University of Saskatchewan Wind Orchestra (Darrin Oehlerking, conductor)

Affiliate Members
Charles P. Allen High School (Nathan Beeler, conductor)
University of British Columbia (Robert Taylor, conductor)
University of Manitoba (Fraser Linklater, conductor)
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate (Ross Brownlee, conductor)
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