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Con Brio (March) was commissioned by Con Brio Festivals for the 2012 Whistler Music Festival 
massed- band performance. The piece was premiered in the Telus Conference Centre in 
Whistler, British Columbia by over 1,800 musicians from the participating bands who attended 
the three-day event. In addition, this piece is dedicated by Con Brio Festivals to the pursuit of 
excellence in Music Education. Of particular interest, the melody used for the Trio of the march 
was drawn from “The Maple Leaf Forever,” the traditional Canadian anthem composed in 1867 
by Alexander Muir (1830–1906).
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INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 3 1st Flute/Piccolo
 3 2nd Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 3 1st Bb Clarinet
 3 2nd Bb Clarinet
 3 3rd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 1 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 1 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 3 1st Bb Trumpet
 3 2nd Bb Trumpet
 3 3rd Bb Trumpet

 2 1st F Horn
 2 2nd F Horn
 2 1st Trombone
 2 2nd Trombone
 2 3rd Trombone
 2 Euphonium
 4 Tuba
 1 String Bass
 2 Mallet Percussion  

(Bells/Xylophone)
 1 Timpani
 2 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 1 Percussion 2  

(Crash Cymbals)

SUPPlEMENTAl ANd WORld PARTS
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Eb Alto Clarinet
Baritone Treble Clef
1st Horn in Eb

2nd Horn in Eb

1st Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
1st Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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NOTES TO THE CONdUCTOR

The march may be taken at a suitable tempo of your choosing, but not slower than 
q
 = 120 bpm, and 

no faster than 
q
 = 132 bpm. The standard march form is utilized in the construction consisting of: four-

measure introduction; first strain; second strain; modulation up a perfect fourth at the introduction to the 
trio; first statement of the trio; the break-up (or “dogfight”) strain; followed by a piccolo obligato on the 
final statement of the melody from “The Maple Leaf Forever”; a repeat of the break-up strain ending with a 
strong final statement. There are several variations with regard to the articulation markings—some include 
additional stress marked by dynamic indicators. Staccato markings are not only short, but also light in 
nature. There are optional markings for a ritardando into a grandioso section beginning at measure 103, 
followed by a poco accel. to the a tempo at measure 111.

Additional options when using this in performance include:

1.  Bring the piccolos down front, as would typically be done during the “Stars and Stripes Forever.” I believe 
it’s interesting since the use of “The Maple Leaf Rag” melodic material, the foundation of the trio, permits 
similar treatment.

2.  Conduct the optional rallentando leading into measure 103, then play it grandioso (but not too slow!) 
and poco accellandro back to Tempo I by measure 111.

3. Use the “Maple Leaf Forever” section alone for parades, ceremonies, or other similar occasions. 

a. Start at measure 99 and use those four measures as the introduction. 

b. At measure 103, the first time, cut back to measure 59 (or measure 55 if you want a longer intro). 

c. Play through the downbeat (beat 1) of measure 90, then substitute beat 2 of measure 102.

d.  Play measure 103 to the end. If you want to repeat the last refrain, take the second beat of measure 
102 in place of beat 2 of the final first ending.

Best wishes for a varied and musical performance reliving our traditional march history.
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FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 3:00
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