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Optional Alternate Parts
C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone (Optional)
4th Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano (Electric)
Bass
Drums
Auxiliary Percussion

Europa  
(Earth’s Cry Heaven’s Smile)

Words and Music by CARLOS SANTANA and TOM COSTER 
Arranged by VICTOR LÓPEZ
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Styled from the interpretation of saxophonist Gato Barbieri and the Carlos Santana recordings, this adaptation features a 
solo tenor saxophone. The arrangement begins with an original introduction that sets the landscape for the tenor solo.

The 1st tenor saxophone soloist plays both the solo and sax section parts. For performance, if the soloist will stand while 
soloing and be seated while playing the section parts, make certain to properly place the microphone next to the player to 
facilitate the standing/seated positions.

Observe the dynamics and articulations throughout—they are especially critical in unison sections. At measure 26, make 
sure the background figures stay under the melody. Also, in 26, the eighth-note articulation should be very clean, especially 
the “DOO-DIT” tenuto-staccato articulation. At 34, the trumpet section has a unison melody line—strive to play as one and 
try to keep it relaxed. 

At measure 42, the rhythm section begins a double-time feel. The tempo remains the same, only the feel changes to an 
underlying sixteenth-note pattern. I suggest the rhythm section spend some time on this concept as it will enable the entire 
ensemble to lock in. The key here is to avoid rushing and relax, but play with some intensity and focus—think of this piece 
as a dance tune to keep the pulse steady. 

The guitar rhythm can be simplified to even eighths if needed. Direct the bass player to work on and hopefully master the 
bass pattern so it provides a solid groove for the band. It’s always best to practice with a metronome! Drums and percussion 
players should be near each other to listen to each other and lock in the groove. The overall energy should gradually build 
in the double-time section to a peak in measure 56 and beat 1 of measure 57.

A Latin percussion part has been provided to give the arrangement a more authentic Latin flavor. Make certain the drumset 
and percussion parts are balanced within the rhythm section. Check out using a mountable small cowbell (Salsa Timbale 
Bell preferred) which would be ideal for the drumset. Both the small cowbell and the hand-held bongo bell should be 
muffled or dampened. Although there are many suggestions as to how to do this, using electrical tape or duct tape will 
provide the desired subtle muffling (damping) effect. For the drummer, at measure 20, the ensemble has a light accent on 
the “and” of beat 3—this should be lightly reinforced. This figure occurs a few times in the chart, so listen for it. At rehearsal 
numbers 25 and 57, the drumset fill incorporates the traditional pattern, which incorporates a timbale-like buzz roll on beat 
4 ending with a rim shot. 

I am sure that Europa will be a winner with your students and audience.

 —Victor López

Victor  
López
Victor López is a highly acclaimed 
educator, composer, arranger, and 
adjudicator. He holds music degrees 
from the University of Florida and 
Florida International University, with  
an Ed.D. in Educational Administration 
and Supervision. He has served 
as director of bands at the middle 
and senior high school levels and 
as an administrator in the Miami-
Dade County Public Schools. He 
has recorded and performed with 
various artists and has appeared  
in numerous music videos. He has 
over 450 compositions/arrangements 
published as an exclusive composer, 
arranger and clinician for Alfred Music 
Publishing Co. 
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EUROPA (EARTH’S CRY HEAVEN’S SMILE)
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