JOURNEY THROUGH THE SKIES Nic Mills
PROGRAM NOTES

On completion of my music degree in June 2012, | wanted to create an extended composition for
wind orchestra. | began by sketching out stories and ideas for the four movements. The names of
the movements are ‘Flying, Falling Rain, Thunder and The Aurora.” Similar to another work in this
portfolio, Symphonic Suite for Brass Band, Journey Through The Skies contains four movements and
is a programmatic work trying to depict each title. The first movement, Flying, has a moto perpetuo
feel and with this constant movement the audience really feel like they are soaring through the clouds.
The main theme, heard at the beginning in the Horns and Euphonium, and accompanying figures in
the Flutes and Clarinets become the basis for the whole work. The second movement, ‘Falling Rain,’
is a lot softer and folk-like in nature. The oboe soli at bar 116 produces the ideal emotive melody for
the rest of the movement to follow, with the rest of the ensemble becoming more active at bar 124
to help simulate falling rain. | also wanted to use the percussion section, which included a rain stick,
wind chimes, vibraphone, marimba and suspended cymbal to help make the audience imagine being
in the rain, with it falling off the trees and into puddles. The third movement, Thunder, is hectic and a
real tour de force for the ensemble, especially when being driven by intertwining rhythmic patterns.
The main instrument in the movement is the bass drum, which represents the thunder and it gains
and loses momentum throughout the movement to show the storm approaching and then dissipating.
| researched Igor Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring and how each rhythmic group could be used to its full
potential but to also create continuity throughout the movement. With the storm dissipating at the
of the third movement, The Aurora movement softly starts with appregiated flutes and an eerie feel
of the held notes in the clarinets and lower brass, being prolonged in almost anticipation with scalic
passages from the woodwind to almost reveal the aurora through the clouds. A solo cornet can be held
playing an extended version of the main theme used across the piece, which is followed by a lone horn
playing in the higher tessitura to help create a mystical atmosphere. The movement then flows into a
developed recapitulation of the rhythmic figure, heard in the vibraphone and trumpets in the second
movement, before finishing with a full bombastic repeat of the opening section from the first movement
which concludes with an extended coda similar to the end of the same movement. This work is one
of the first fully extended works | have written, allowing the audience to really experience a journey
through the skies and be able to follow the melodic and harmonic developments of the main theme as
it is transformed through each movement.

THE COMPOSER

Nic Mills was born in Nottingham, England in 1991. When he was two, his family moved to Plymouth
in the South West of England. Nic learned to play the flute at primary school and piano at secondary
school. In 2006, while at secondary school, Nic took up composition as part of his GCSE music. Nic
is mostly a self-taught composer with some tuition from his music teacher, Pete Twyman (an ex-royal
marine). Nic began playing with the local youth ensembles, which included a wind band, youth orche-
stra and a big band. Here, he got to write many pieces for the bands to play through and towards his
final years at school, some pieces were played at concerts in Plymouth. In 2008, Nic entered the South
West Young Composer of the Year Award (England). This competition consisted of writing a piece in
reaction to watching a film about a disastrous flood of a Devon village called Boscastle. Nic won this
competition and with the prize money went on a composition course weekend at the Royal Academy
of Music that summer. In 2009, Nic began to learn to play percussion at a summer music school in
Plymouth and carried on when he went to University in 2009. Nic now studies a BMus music degree
at the University of Huddersfield. Nic also plays percussion with the Diggle Brass Band under the lea-
dership of the great cornet player Mr James Shepherd. James Shepherd has taken an interest in Nic’s
compositional skills and has played through many of his new compositions, giving him feedback. Also,
in December 2009, James Shepherd conducted the world premiere of Nic’'s brass band piece called
‘Christmas’ with Elland Silver Band, to great acclaim. After finishing his studies at Huddersfield Uni-
versity, Nic would like to go on to do a Masters in composition at one of the music colleges in the UK.
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Misterioso (¢ = 62)

3
4

4

4 4Pamng}mndsonknees.Tosoundsumlarlommfal]mg([nde(ermedmerhylhm) pocorall._ _ . Sy,
Picc. 3 > Z
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) 4
Fl 1 s > Z
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) 4
Fl.2 z Z
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) B
Ob. 1 z Z
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) 4
Ob.2 z =
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) 4
Bsn. 1 3 > Z
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) 4
Bsn. 2 z == e B e B e B e z Z
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
E>Cl £ === e e e e e e z == e = =
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
a1 3 e
IE=E=E=======
1.2 3 e
E=E=E=======
clL3 3
Alto CL. z z s s B s s
B £ RS EEEEEE R
Asax. 1 7 e e i
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
A Sax.2 7 e s
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
T. Sax. 3 e T
e e e L IE=S=SE=SSSS==S
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Bari. Sax. z e e
r
3 5 4 pocorall. . _ _ C
4 4 4 Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm) To Cornet in Bb
Tpt. 1 3 e e e e e e e S et B A A e S S A S S S S A A S A v £
e e e e e e e
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Tpt. 2 s e e e S e e S e A et B S A e S S A S S A e S A A S A 7 £
e e e e T
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Tpt. 3 3 EFFFEEFFEFFFEEEFE i FE i EFE i FrEEa > : 3
e e e e =SSR =SS === ===
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Tpt. 4 £ o e e e e e S A A et B A A e S A A S S A e S A A s A 7 £
Hn. 1 z 7 3
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Hn.2 e e e e P e e e 7 3
r
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Hn. 3 e e e e e e e e e e e e e B > 7 3
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Hn. 4 > : s
P
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Ton. 1 z = e e e e e e
P P ———
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
Ton. 2 z === == = e e = =
P P ———
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
B. Tbn. 3
P P ———
Euph. 3
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
T N —————————— _
P ——————— ppp
Patting hands on knees. To sound similar to rain falling (Indetermediate rhythm)
s f T T i |
it + + ! |
s
3
Tim > T : : |
- ‘ I 1 1 |
Perc. 1 z
Soft touch of Tam-tam to allow it to ring quietly for three beats
Let it ring till next tam-tam fentry ,J J
Perc. 2 I B b .
re
i 2 S 3o, k: > 2 Eo), ; 2
- S— — = — S—
p——nf reP—pP rrp rp reP—ppr
Perc. 4 3
To Vib.
Perc. 5 3




IV. The Aurora as

4Calmly (4=172)
5. —
Piccolo |5 = 3
¢ ===
Two Players P — =
yer:
NS N S S S S S S ST SN S  S— g~ ¢  S— N N N N N A N2
Flulelg‘1(171717171(171717171717 T ™ T ™ T = T ™ —F—+—F—+—+F—+—F—++—F——+—F
3
P —_— WLIJ D ——————-- P
Two Players
9 4 ‘
L 1 e e e e S " S — S i S— S —— —— i —— o —S— i ———— — ™ P ™ - ™ P ™ P e e e e — e —— o —— —————
. =+ | f } f | f } f =L+
P mp yd
H Py ~.
Oboe 1 {520 z e = 7 z
! rr——rt
P —_ —_———
Oboe 2 z e i : z
rr——rt
p — —
Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2 -
y . s s s e e
Clarinet in Eb | {fen> ‘H-‘ > - L " =
o
\_/
. One Player 1; — = Tutti
1 ™ — ™. P — ~|
Clarinet in B> | |{55o% 3 = = 3 =
o
pPPP———|PP P pPPp——"—\|PP
One Player Tutti
) /- o
Clarinet in Bb 2 & 3 r i
2
One Player Tutti
9 I
Clarinet in Bb 3 @ i ’j
9 I
Alto Clarinet in Eb >
i
Bass Clarinet | 58t
in Bb ':‘ '
/\_
0 #he -
5, Lhe =
Alto 1@ o s e et 7
p —_ T——
H . £he -
5, £he S
Alto 2&" o 7 e 2
o =—m———
P —_— T——
0
Tonr Sosotons {625 :
3
p — ——
(&
Baritone S: ;s v 'y i v
s =
4 Cornet Solo
D - |
Trumpetin B> 1 | #5%"5 S = } f
© mp espress.
0
Trumpet in B> 2 |Fas2
o
y .
Trumpet in B> 3 | Hey?
o
Trumpet in B> 4
HominF 1
9 [
Horm in F 2
i
0H
, -
Horn in F 3 |Hey? 7
o
HormninF 4
One Player Tutti
£ [ b £
o : ~
Trombone 1 : t t
One Player Tutti
L o
Trombone 2 | EE5E5: = =
pPPP———"—_|PP r PpPp—
One Player Tutti
Bass Trombone |50, 2 o .
T T
pPPpP———_|PP P pPPp——x
One Player
Tuba 7
T
. A ——— P
-
Double Bass x § § t — § §
A —— P
Celesta
) N AN AR S N N N  — S S—  — N N AN S N S
& e e e e e e e e } = } = } = } = e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
3
Celesta A P —_— mp D ——————-- 1}
é e e e e e S —— i — — —— i ———— I E—S— i —"S————1 ™ P ™ - ™ = ™ P e e e — e —— e —— —————
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: : : = :
Timpani i i " | i
P pp sub.
‘Wind Chimes 4
Percussion | [H——— \/,\/,\// ,/\/,\/
r
Tubular Bells
u‘
P
Vibraphone
———] 4
Percussion 5 s & a
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