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Ryan Meeboer

The title, Kingsmere Overture, is derived from the names of two teaching colleagues of mine (Marsha King and Laurie Moore) 
whom encouraged me to begin writing more complex pieces.  The three sections of the piece represent the development of their 
careers since I first met them in 2001.

The Establishment shows their success as elementary school teachers and the strong music programs they established for the school
in which they taught.  The opening is bright, using a mixed meter feel of 6/8 and 3/4.  Clarinets 2 and 3, along with the xylophone,
should keep the opening feel consistent at measure 17 once all the instruments have dropped out.  The main melody of this section
occurs in call/response form: first in the higher winds (measure 21) and later repeated by the brass (measure 49).  Watch that both 
parts of this melody are well balanced.  When the counter melody is introduced in measure 57, allow it to shine as new material 
should, but do not allow it to completely dominate as this point.  The closing of the movement should be played with the same 
amount of energy as the opening of the piece, but be careful that it is not overblown.

The second section, named The Departure, is a slower, lyrical section representing the choice made by my colleagues to leave their
elementary placements to seek out new opportunities as secondary music educators.  This movement holds many solo opportunities
for your exceptional players.  Also, as noted in the score, this section is to be played very legato, although not every note is marked
with a tenuto.  Be sure the trumpet melody and the baritone counter melody from measures 110 through 119 are well balanced. The
Departure ends with many instruments playing the melody and the trumpets responding to it, so again, balance is important for the
call and response texture.

The final section, The Triumph, is a reflection the continued success of these two teachers as secondary music teachers.  This 
section is to be played with a slight heaviness to create the boldness as marked in the score.  Although the trumpet melody is 
relatively simple, the accompaniment may be difficult to master, as the bass, tenor sax, baritone, and bassoon rhythms focus on 
playing the off-beats, while the alto sax rhythm, which later moves to the clarinets, revolves around the on-beats.  These rhythms 
and the tempo must remain consistently tight as they are essential in creating the feel in this movement.  The counter melody 
introduced by the horns and trombones in measure 138 is an augmented variation of the opening, linking The Triumph back to the
beginning of the piece.  As the instruments drop out suddenly at measure 146, again, an augmented version of the original melody 
from The Establishment is played in the winds, followed later by the brass.  Be sure the tempo is steady in this section and does not
slow down.  The piece begins to build back up starting at measure 160, with a crescendo that should be kept smooth as the 
instruments are brought back in.

As the piece draws to a close, the sixteenth note runs from the first movement are re-introduced.  Also, a piece of the trumpet 
melody is performed by the low brass and winds in the closing measures.  The energy should stay high right from measure 164 
through the entire coda.
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THE ESTABLISHMENT
Brightly  q»¡™º                 (e»e always)
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