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Kingsmere Overture

Ryan Meeboer

The title, Kingsmere Overture, is derived from the names of two teaching colleagues of mine (Marsha King and Laurie Moore)
whom encouraged me to begin writing more complex pieces. The three sections of the piece represent the development of their
careers since I first met them in 2001.

The Establishment shows their success as elementary school teachers and the strong music programs they established for the school
in which they taught. The opening is bright, using a mixed meter feel of 6/8 and 3/4. Clarinets 2 and 3, along with the xylophone,
should keep the opening feel consistent at measure 17 once all the instruments have dropped out. The main melody of this section
occurs in call/response form: first in the higher winds (measure 21) and later repeated by the brass (measure 49). Watch that both
parts of this melody are well balanced. When the counter melody is introduced in measure 57, allow it to shine as new material
should, but do not allow it to completely dominate as this point. The closing of the movement should be played with the same
amount of energy as the opening of the piece, but be careful that it is not overblown.

The second section, named The Departure, is a slower, lyrical section representing the choice made by my colleagues to leave their
elementary placements to seek out new opportunities as secondary music educators. This movement holds many solo opportunities
for your exceptional players. Also, as noted in the score, this section is to be played very legato, although not every note is marked
with a tenuto. Be sure the trumpet melody and the baritone counter melody from measures 110 through 119 are well balanced. The
Departure ends with many instruments playing the melody and the trumpets responding to it, so again, balance is important for the
call and response texture.

The final section, The Triumph, 1s a reflection the continued success of these two teachers as secondary music teachers. This

beginning of the piece. As the instruments drop out suddenly at measure 146, again, an augmented version of the original melody
from The Establishment is played in the winds, followed later by the brass. Be sure the tempo is steady in this section and does not
slow down. The piece begins to build back up starting at measure 160, with a crescendo that should be kept smooth as the
instruments are brought back in.

As the piece draws to a close, the sixteenth note runs from the first movement are re-introduced. Also, a piece of the trumpet
melody is performed by the low brass and winds in the closing measures. The energy should stay high right from measure 164
through the entire coda.

Ryan Meeboer is a music educator who obtained his degree through the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University
of Toronto. As a composer, he has written and arranged many pieces for students in concert and jazz bands, and has also
composed and arranged pieces for small university combos. As a performer, he has had experience in several groups, including
concert and stage bands, chamber choir, vocal jazz ensemble, pop groups, acoustic duets, and the Hamilton based swing group, The
Main Swing Connection.

Ryan Meeboer began studying music at the age of seven through private guitar lessons. During his years in elementary and

secondary school, Ryan gained experience in several families of instruments. Focusing on music education and theory (including
composition and orchestration), he attended McMaster University to achieve his honours degree in music.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

ryan.meeboer@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781554734078 COST: $72.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: GRADE 3
CATALOG NUMBER: CB29160 DURATION: 5:20 Concert Band
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