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Dutch Folk Songs

Inspired by two folk songs from my Dutch heritage, Two Holland Tales is a piece that combines lyrical and 
upbeat sections.  Daar waren twee koningskinderen (There Were Two Royal Children) is the opening lyrical
movement which displays the talents of both the wind and brass sections.  Balance is key for this part of the 
piece, as the melody is moved around the different sections and it is important that it is always heard over the
colourful backgrounds.

The piece then moves into Toen ik op Nederlands bergen stond (I Once Stood On the Netherland's Hills). This
is a fast movement in 6/8 and features the percussion section.  This movement is meant to be fun and played
with a light bounce.  In the second half of this section, a third Dutch folksong, Drie schuintamboers (Three 
Nasty Drummers), is used as a counter-melody by the Horn and Alto Saxophone and is meant to add some 
new, interesting material to the piece as it comes to its closing.
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