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This is a musical journey following a young family escaping invasion by another nation. Leaving everything
behind, they must flee from their beloved homeland to a new place and a new beginning. They encounter 
danger of being captured by their oppressors as well as enduring the pain of leaving family, friends and all 
possessions behind.  Unsure of the road ahead, the family forges on, confident in their decision to find a 
better life in far away lands. All they have with them is their culture, courage and hope that this new place 
will greet them and provide a new home.

 This music contains simple lines and hollow harmonies. Blending as an ensemble is crucial- this must sound
like one voice split into five. The use of flugel horns helps this (a euphonium could also substitute the 
trombone). There are several bars with silent beats. This is to allow the sound to “breathe”, to echo and decay
before playing the next section. Don’t rush these rests.

This work was commissioned by the Alaska Brass, an American Air Force brass quintet.
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