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Jeff Smallman

 The Prowlers of the Night:  This work, originally a setting of a poem by T. Gautier, is a musical 
representation of the denizens of the night.

As night falls, the streets become the home of those that live by dark. Duels are fought on street corners and 
prowlers sneak from home to home. Witches' revelry and boisterous tavern life add to the fear felt by honest
citizens.  Order is restored as dawn approaches and the policemen patrol. Underneath this calm, though, is the
hint that while all is quiet now, when the dark returns, so will the prowlers.

 The Bells:  The Bells, set in French Impressionist style,  has been transcribed from Mr. Smallman's original
vocal work, Les Cloches.  The tranquil setting begins with the sound of distant bells portrayed in the piano.
The soloist enters with a lovely meandering melody which interweaves with the accompaniment.  The two 
parts continue in an intricate balance, reaching a thundering climax before fading into hillside echoes.

 Winter Has Passed:  Winter Has Passed is a joyful, boisterous work, filled with the energy of approaching 
Spring.  Transcribed from Mr. Smallman's original work for voice and piano, the solo voice is given a 
melody which is both energetic and lyrical.  The piano accompaniment continually pushes forward reaching
a very Ravel-like climax before continuing on in restless anticipation of the triumphant conclusion reached 
by both the soloist and accompanist.PREVIEW ONLY
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