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Felix Alexandre Guilmant

Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) was born in France as a son of an organ player. Though he was largely 
self-taught, he became a versatile musician. He traveled to Russia and the USA, as well as to several 
European countries to give organ recitals which were very well received. He published several books on 
interpretation and improvisation and published many collections of his own organ compositions. In 1901 he
was awarded an honorary doctorate at Manchester University. Guilmant was one of the first French 
composors who used Gregorian chant as thematic material in his work.
 This trombone solo is very playable by a good high school level player. It has been recorded by all the great
soloists and is a required piece on many competition lists.

The matching of style and articulations is important when an instrument takes over the melody from the 
soloist. The soloist should stand in front of the ensemble to help establish the solo sound coming from one 
player with the remainder of the ensemble playing in support.
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