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Carmen Gassi

The year is 1342, the place Dunstable England. This was the year the last of the Medieval tournaments was 
held in England. Imagine the knights arriving for the tournament to fanfares and celebrations. The Last 
Tournament  was inspired by the composer's admiration and interest in the life and music of the Middle 
Ages.

1) Arrival of the Knights - This movement sets the scene for the weekend tournament. Knights and their 
pages and squires arrive throughout the day and prepare for a weekend of celebration and competition. This
movement is written as a quasi-fanfare to hail the arrival of the various teams of knights.

2) Elegy for The Fallen - This movement pays tribute to the knights who have been killed in defense of the 
kingdom or country. This would most likely take place after the banquet.

3) The Victors - A lively dance like setting featuring imitative entries and colourful harmony is a fitting close
to the piece.
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