
Three Miniatures

Jim McGrath (pronounced McGraw)  is a Toronto-based composer best known for his  film and television work, which includes  
ThinkFilm's The Last Mogul : The Life and Times of Lew Wasserman, Alliance Atlantis' film  Foolproof, Columbia Tristar thriller
Resurrection  and Odeon's Treed Murray, which was nominated for  five 2001 Genie Awards including Best Picture and  
Outstanding Achievement in Music. The score for Treed Murray went on to win Gold in the 2002 Film  Festival in Mar del Plata,
Argentina.

Also busy as an orchestrator and  conductor, he has orchestrated and conducted film  scores with the Munich Symphony, the Salt 
Lake  Symphony, the London Philharmonia and the City of  Prague Philharmonic. He has also done  arrangements for such 
recording artists as Tom  Cochrane, Ian Thornley and Big Wreck, the Tower of Power Horns, Manteca, Universal Honey, The  
Northern Pikes and Sarah Slean.

Recent commissions include  Trois Hommages for brass quintet, commissioned by  the Guelph Spring Festival for True North 
Brass,  Silent Town for trumpet and orchestra for the  Kitchener Waterloo Symphony's principal trumpet  player Larry Larson,and a
flute concerto for the  Montreal Chamber Orchestra.

Both orchestral works appear on the recently  released Cinématique, a CD of some of Mr.  McGrath's concert music.
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Jim McGrath

THE WORK:  Toronto composer Jim McGrath contributed Three Miniatures to our library. These include 
the sharply delineated Toccata, an expansive Adagio and a seductive Tempo di Tango (with a nod to Jean 
Baptiste Arban’s virtuosic cornet writing).True North Brass burst on to the Canadian scene in 1997, and has 
since solidified its reputation as one of Canada's most exciting ensembles. True North's membership includes
two outstanding composer / arrangers who create the ensemble's fresh and unique programming. Proudly 
Canadian in focus and expression, True North Brass has been welcomed not only in Canada but in China and
throughout North America.

True North Brass were featured guest artists at the International Brass Symposium in Atlanta, Georgia in 
March 2000, chosen from the elite of the international brass world. They accompanied Prime Minister 
Chretien's 1998 trade mission to China, performing recitals in Beijing and Wuhan and directing 
masterclasses at the Beijing Conservatory. The quintet has also performed masterclasses and recitals at the 
Boston and New England Conservatories and toured British Columbia, Ontario, Tennessee, Connecticut, 
Virginia, Texas, New Hampshire, Alabama, and Florida. True North Brass was featured at the Ottawa 
Chamber Music Festival in 1999, 2001, and opened the festival in 2002.  The members of True North Brass 
are Yamaha Artists associated with Yamaha Canada.
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