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About the Music
Perhaps no challenge has been greater in American history than the triumph of 
Apollo 11. A dream sparked from a decree by President John F. Kennedy (from a 
speech at Rice University in Houston, Texas on September 12, 1962) that would 
become reality on July 16, 1969. At that historic speech JFK declared “We choose 
to go to the Moon!” Almost seven years later, Commander Neil A. Armstrong would 
say the words, “That’s one small step for (a) man, one giant leap for mankind” as 
he made the first steps of any human on the surface of the Moon.

This piece is a tribute to that achievement. Each section of the work represents the 
time line of events associated with mankind’s quest for the moon. Actual historical 
audio clips* are used to enhance the experience. Three clips are used. The first clip 
(which is cued at measure 7) is a combination of the 1962 JFK speech and the 
Apollo 11 countdown and take-off. If the tempo is strictly followed then the words 
“Lift off!” should align with measure 25. The music is still effective even if the sound 
clip should become slightly misaligned with the ensemble. The theme at measure 
35 is meant to depict the grandeur of the Saturn V rocket. It is one of the main 
themes used throughout. The section at measure 49 is meant to depict the feeling 
of zero gravity. You will notice the designation of “Large Drums” in the percussion 
staves. These drums can be any very large drum with a relatively loose playing 
surface. These drums should be placed with the head facing upward to facilitate 
two-handed playing. I have found that marching bass drums with loosened heads 
work well for these parts. I highly recommend doubling the large drum parts if 
possible. The goal is for the large drums to sound ominous and dark. The second 
audio clip is cued at measure 63. The quarter note “D” in the bells closely matches 
the “beep” in the beginning of the sound clip. This slow section eventually builds 
to a feeling of anticipation as Neil Armstrong prepares to take his first steps on the 
Moon. The third and final audio clip is cued at measure 85 as Neil Armstrong takes 
the first steps on the moon and makes his famous declaration.

The audio clips can be played back in several different ways. Most modern 
synthesizers have the ability to have audio clips assigned to individual keys. 
This is the best way to achieve accuracy for live performance. You may also use 
a digital recorder or an mp3 player attached to a sound system. Although this 
method makes it harder to time the cues than the previous method. The volume 
of the cues should be loud enough for anyone to hear the words clearly spoken 
over the ensemble.

 
*The audio clips referenced above can be downloaded from the NASA archives: 
http://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.html 
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/apollo11_audio.html 
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/40th/a11_audio_db.html

Please note that NASA does not endorse this piece in any way.

The Composer
Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after 
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida 
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University  
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a 
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide. 
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including 
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently 
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to 
maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.
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* Large Drums = 2 or 3 marching band bass drums, placed head-side up with heads loosened

“We Choose the Moon” (Œ = 84)

(F, B≤)

“We Choose the Moon” (Œ = 84)
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