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Instrumentation
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- Eb Baritone Saxophone
- Bb Trumpet 1
- Bb Trumpet 2
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- Trombone 3

- Conductor’s Full Score - Baritone/
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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide.
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to
maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.

About the Music

Thunderscape was written to convey the grandeur and awe of one of nature’s
greatest spectacles, the thunderstorm. The frantic pace of the piece provides a
backdrop for the main element of the thunderstorm, the thunder sheet. Preferably,
two thunder sheets should be utilized with one on each side of the ensemble to
create a 3-D effect. The thunder sheets should be played using a shaking method,
and the resonance of the metal should be allowed to die off naturally. Strikes may
be alternated when using two sheets to give a more realistic effect.

This work places great emphasis on rhythm. Notwithstanding, there are several
melodic themes that develop throughout. The first occurs at measure 12 in the

brass, the second at measure 30 in the woodwinds, and the last in measure 71.

The piece also eludes a tonal center. This is partly due to the free-form nature

of the work. Like many thunderstorms, there is seldom respite from the deluge
of chaotic impacts. Intensity and tempo remain constant throughout.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the Canton High School Band, Canton, Texas;
Rob Toups, Director

THUNDERSCAPE

Approx. Performance Time = 4:00
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A. Saxes. 1
T. Sax.
B. Sax.

Tpts.
Thbns.
Bar./
Euph.
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