About the Arranger

Albert Oliver Davis was born in Cleveland, Ohio. He held degrees from Arizona State University and
did additional studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music and Case Western Reserve University. A for-
mer music educator, he arranged for the Arizona State Marching Band, the Air Force North American
Air Defense Command (NORAD) Band, and the Ohio State University Murching Band. Davis wrote
numerous musical comedies, band arrangements, and original band compositions during his career.
He was one of the developers of the First Division Band Method, used widely in public schools since
1963. There are over 400 works in print under his own name and the pseudonym Eric Hanson.

Program Notes
Flight of the Bumble Bee closes Act 111, Tablcau 1 of Rimsky-Korsakov's The Tale of Tsar Saltan. Writ-

ten in 18991900 based on a poem by Aleksandr Pushkin, the opera was first performed in Moscow
on November 3, 1900.

In the opera, the Swan-Bird changes the Tsar’s son into a bumble bee so he can fly over the sea to visit
his father, who had presumed his son dead. Although it was originally written for the Swan-Bird to
sing at the beginning, this vocal part is generally omitted when the Flight is performed as a separate

concert piece.
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