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About the Composition

Belligerence, not to be confused with belligerent, means “aggressive or warlike
behavior.” The beginning of this piece starts with the march to battle. At m. 9 the
main theme is presented, which is a variation on the intfroduction. Make sure all
players are playing beats 3 and 4 of m. 10 staccato. Every time that pattern reoccurs,
beats 3 and 4 should be played staccato. At m. 25, a battle begins between the
upperand lower voices. At m. 31, the whole group is suddenly soft crescendoing to a
climax at m. 39. At m. 42, the whole ensemble regroups for another battle. The battle
starts to finalize at m. 56 with a re-statement of the infroduction.

About the Composer

John M. Pasternakhas directed and composed for community ensembles throughout
the Cleveland area since 2003. Mr. Pasternak earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Music
Education from Kent State University (KSU), where he served as President of their
Ohio Collegiate Music Education Association (OCMEA) Chapter. He also composed
and conducted works for the KSU ensembles. In the fall of 2010, he composed a
film score for the KSU independent film Breaking News and was staff arranger for
the Kent State Marching Golden Flashes. In 2012, he completed work on his second
film, Research: The Musical. Mr. Pasternak has been a member of the American
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) since 2008. John is currently
a Band Director for the Warrensville Heights City School District and Cleveland Letter
Carriers Band.
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