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About the Composition
Good music played well inspires the imagination . Who hasn’t entertained the 
idea of flying? The working title for this piece was A Child Dreams of Flying, but by 
changing it to If I Could Fly I wanted to make it more personal for each performer . 
In this accessible grade 3 work, the performer as well as the audience will enjoy the 
fantasy of spreading their wings and soaring over meadows and farms, streets and 
schoolyards, malls and churches, wherever their imagination wants to take them .

About the Composer
James Meredith retired from a successful 40 year career teaching middle school 
band in 2013 . During that time the Sandusky Middle School Band of Lynchburg, 
Virginia performed at the Midwest Clinic, at the Virginia Music Educators Association 
multiple times, at 3 universities, and earned numerous superior ratings at VBODA 
and other springtime festivals . Jim’s personal honors include the 2010 Virginia Music 
Educator of the Year and the John Philip Sousa/Bandworld Legion Laureate Award 
in 2012 . Upon retirement Jim put his full time into composing for band and orchestra 
with excellent results . His music for both strings and band has been performed at 
the Midwest Clinic, at State Conferences, written up in the Instrumentalist, and 
adopted for state and international music lists. He continues to enjoy judging, guest 
conducting, and accepting commissions .
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band . Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level . Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs . The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business . 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention .

Concert Band
• Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns, 

and three Trombone parts
• Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5
• Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Use of expanded Percussion writing
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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