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About the Composition

An emissary is an agent sent on a mission to represent or advance the interests of
another power. The Emissary is clothed in power and ceremony. Emissaries are mys-
terious, powerful, devious, and often serve as spies or guides. The piece opens with
the arrival of the emissary and his refinue in the court of Kings where he is received
in a ceremony of ritual and infrigue. The piece continues o unfold in an expansion
of this material, representing adventure and high spirits. The second large section
is a contrasting theme that builds and emphasizes the emissary’s mysterious and
romantic nature. This section should be flexible in tfempo and emphasize the lyri-
cal nature of the melodies in contrast to the rhythmic propulsion of section 1. The
last section develops material from the first section, culminating with a rousing and
exhilarating finish.

| enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these contrast-
ing styles and that you will find the piece beneficial in feaching important musical
concepts.

—Peter Terry, 2014.

About the Composer

Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award winning composer, teacher and performer. He
holds degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and
the University of Texas at Austin. His' music has been performed at concerts, clinics
and conferences throughout the world. As a composer he has been sought out for
commissions by numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras, and
is comfortable with every level of ensemble from beginner to middle school, high
school and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic and shows the
influences of American popular music, world music and.-American classical com-
posers such as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber. He is particu-
larly proud of the emphasis on playability and melodic interest found in all of the
instruments in his music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level. He has
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991,
and presently teaches at Bluffton University in Ohio where he resides with his wife
Lucia and three needy cats. More information about Peter and his music can be
found on his website: www.peterterrycomposer.com



Dedicated to the Young Harris College Concert Band, Mary Land, Director.
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