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About the Composition

The fraditional English folk song Greensleeves is given an interesting tfreatment in
this new arrangement for concert band. The recognizable tune is first infroduced
in the low winds with complimentary moving eighth notes over top in the upper
woodwinds. The melodic line then moves to the tfrumpets as the upper wood-
winds continue with a unison counter line. At m. 25, a bolero-like drum rhythm is
infroduced with inferesting rhythmic counterpoint in the brass. This continues as
the clarinets and saxophones take up the melodic line. At m. 35, the orchestro-
fion inverts as the trumpets take up the melody while the upper woodwinds take
over the rhythmic counterpoint. The secondary theme moves through all the
voices, taking advantage of all the different colors available to the ensemble.
The piece then moves info a middle section featuring a woodwind choir, add-
ing the midvoices, then the frumpets as it dramatically moves to a slower yet
majestic chorale prelude setting of the main theme. The full orchestration of this
section gradually fades info segments of the main theme taking the piece from
minor o maijor, finishing with a quiet sustain accompanying the last statement of
the motive in the clarinets..

About the Arranger

Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University
(PA) and his Bachelor of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca
College (NY). Having been a public school music educator for over 30 years, he
was most recently Director of Bands and Department Chair ‘at DeWitt Middle
School in the Ithaca City School District where he was also the district-wide Cur-
riculum Chair for Instrumental Music. Bill retired from public school teaching July
1, 2010.

Currently a member of BMI and NAfME (formerly MENC), Bill has written countless
band, brass and percussion arrangements/compositions for groups both concert
and marching throughout the United States, Japan, Canada and England. He
has music for string orchestra as well as concert band published with Carl Fischer
Music, and has also published with Warner Bros. Publications and Ethos Publica-
tions. His music has been performed at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois
and by numerous Honors organizations. The Osaka Municipal Symphonic Band
of Osaka, Japan also featured one of his pieces on a CD of contemporary wind
band music. Bill also serves as an adjudicator for NYSSMA, the New York State
Field Band Conference and the New York State Percussion Circuit.
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