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THUNDER AND LIGHTNING

UNTER DONNER UND BLITZ
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Although Johann Strauss, Jr. (1825-1899) is commonly considered the Viennese “Waltz King,”
he also contributed to the growing popularity of the polka. The origins of this country dance are
unknown, but it was developed in Bohemia as a round dance. In Vienna the polka was associated
with stage spectacles that required various special effects from the orchestra; especially popular
was a variant of the traditional dance, the schnell (fast) polka, sometimes called the explosion
polka, which is the case with Strauss’s Thunder and Lightning Polka, characterized by its incessant
timpani rolls and cymbal crashes.

Unter Donner und Blitz was first performed at the “Hesperusball” in Vienna in February
1868. The title was an afterthought; it seemed to reflect the thunderclaps and lightning bolts in the
orchestra much better than the original title, “Falling Stars.”

“Thunder and Lightning” survives as one of Strauss’s most popular dance pieces.

Larry Daehn
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