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1 — Conductor

3 —Flute 1
3 — Flute 2
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2 — Oboe

2 — Bassoon

3 — Bb Clarinet 1
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3 — Bb Clarinet 3
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About the Composition

Celtic Dragon Fantasy is a musically spirited vision of the pipe and drum bands that we can
observe in city parades and at very specialized competitions for this kind of ensemble. These
groups, dressed in kilts, are wonderful exuberant examples of Scottish culture wherever they
are seen and heard. Their music is stoic, repetitive, harmonically narrow and slower than your
average parade band...and they are often quite loud! I drew upon these qualities in producing this
composition for concert band and make very literal allusions to them during the music. I also
incorporated a sentimental middle section into the piece as a point of contrast and to allow soloists
from various sections of the concert band to be displayed. The title of this composition is drawn
from the Celtic Dragon Pipe Band based in Missoula, MT, which I have had the distinct pleasure
of witnessing several times. This music is dedicated to the members of the Florence-Carlton High
School Concert Band in Florence, MT, and their director, Jennifer Kirby.

Rehearsal Suggestions

1) Grace note figures should be produced with a quick energetic slide on the pulse with solid
accents filling out the fronts of the main notes of these bagpipe-like gestures.

2) The piece calls for the use of a tenor drum and a marching snare drum as well as a standard snare
drum. A side drum with snares off is best for the tenor sound, but a standard snare drum with the
snares off will work as well. It is preferred that only a real marching snare drum with a tight, highly
pitched drum head of the kind found in drum corps and marching bands be used for the marching
snare part. It will most effectively create the desired dramatic addition to the percussion texture for
which it is intended. Percussionists should strive for exact rhythmic accuracy at all times.

3) Conductors should encourage individual dynamic expression from each of the soloists in the
Andante sostenuto section beginning at rehearsal 62. As well, it is effective to make use of the
rubato indicated in the trumpets and 2nd alto saxophone going into rehearsal 97.

4) This piece employs great dynamic levels at times, particularly at measure 118 where all parts
are marked at least ff. It is important for the winds and brass to continue to strive for a warm
“band” sound during these moments as well as to focus on keeping things richly in tune all the way
through the last sonority of the piece.

~ Ben Kirby

About the Composer

Ben Kirby received his music education from the University of Minnesota (B.S. Music Education/
B.M. Performance/M.M. Performance) and the University of Wisconsin-Madison (D.M.A.
Performance). He has taught in the public schools of Minnesota and has served on the music
faculties of Luther College (Decorah, [A) and the University of Northern Colorado (Greeley, CO)
and the University of Montana, where he currently teaches tuba and euphonium. He participates
in the cultural life of the northwest as a composer, conductor and performer (tuba) and resides in
Missoula, MT, with his wife, Jennifer and two sons, Evan and Owen.
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