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Illumination is a setting of three hymn tunes composed by Gustav Holst (1874-1934) at the request
of his colleague and friend Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), who served as the music editor
of the English Hymnal (1906) and Songs of Praise (1925).

The three melodies included are Brookend, set to a text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674), “In This
World, The Isle of Dreams; "’ Monk Street for “I Sought Thee Round About, O Thou My God” by
Thomas Heywood (c. 1650); and Stepney for the patriotic text “What Heroes Thou Hast Bred, O
England My Country” by G. K. Menzies (1869-1954).

It should be noted that the titles of melodies of hymns usually differ from the hymn text, as
the music can be used with various poems of the same meter. The origins of the hymn names are
frequently locations important to the composer. Brookend was a Tudor farmhouse near Thaxted
where Holst lived for several years. Monk Street was the location of his first cottage in Thaxted.
And the tune Stepney was taken from incidental music composed for a children’s pageant in 1909
at Stepney, a district in London.

IHllumination opens with a fanfare on Brookend, followed by lyrical and canonic versions of
the brief melody. A chorale setting of Monk Street leads to a restatement of the opening tune.
Stepney is presented as a British processional march, and a brief restatement of the opening melody
concludes the work.

IHllumination was commissioned by the Perry Band Boosters and dedicated to the Edison Middle
School Eighth Grade Band, Karen Martin, Director.

Gene Milford
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