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Rehearsal Suggestions
Skyline begins with a bold fanfare statement in the brass section. This theme is in a “call and 
response” form with the woodwind section and becomes the primary thematic material for the 
composition. This interplay between sections of the ensemble is maintained throughout the 
composition.

All articulation markings should be carefully observed. Keep all staccato articulations light, 
but not too short. Rehearsal letter F features a low brass and woodwind chorale, and should be 
played in a very sustained and legato style.

Divisi parts and careful cueing will enable ensembles to perform Skyline with a well balanced 
VRXQG��7KH�GLYLVL�ÀXWH�DQG�RERH�SDUW�VKRXOG�EH�FDUHIXOO\�EDODQFHG��$VVLJQPHQWV�PD\�YDU\�DFFRUGLQJ�
to the size of these sections in any given ensemble. Be certain to bring out the countermelody in 
the horn and alto saxophone line beginning at rehearsal letter H.

       Michael Vertoske

About the Composer
Michael Vertoske, a native of Elmira, New York, received his Bachelor of Music Education and 
Master of Music degree from Ithaca College.

Mr. Vertoske is on the faculty of Clarence Middle School in Clarence, New York, where he 
directs the CMS Sixth Grade Band. His duties also include teaching brass and woodwind lessons 
and directing the Clarence Middle School Jazz Ensemble.

In addition to teaching, Vertoske also composes and arranges music for concert band, jazz 
ensemble and brass quintet. His works for both young and advanced concert band are published 
by various music publishers. Vertoske’s compositions have been performed at several prestigious 
venues, such as the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic, the New York State Band 
Directors Association (NYSBDA) Symposium and the New York State School Music Association 
(NYSSMA) Conference.
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