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Instrumentation:

Flute - 8
Oboe - 2

EV LEX: ONI

Eb Alto Saxophone 1 - 2
Eb Alto Saxophone 2 - 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone - 2
Eb Baritone Saxophone - 1
Bb Trumpet 1 - 2
Bb Trumpet 2 - 2
F Horn - 2
Trombone, Bassoon - 3
Baritone - 1
Baritone Treble Clef - 1
Tuba - 2
String Bass - 1
Bells - 1
Snare Drum. Bass Drum - 1
Crash Cymbals, Triangle - 2
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The Last Line of Defense

Concert March
Ryan Meeboer

The last line of defense is a term that refers to the final means of defense before the opponent reaches its
goal, particularly in a war situation. This piece reflects that definition, as it has the fierce, excitement of a
war and represents to bravery of the men and women that risk their lives to defend what is important to them.

The piece opens with strong chords played by all. Although this can be very exciting for young performs,
they should not over blow too much, risking the chance of losing good tone.

As the main body of the piece enters at measure 17, with the trumpets play the melody and the remaining
parts striking chords together. Extra rehearsal time may need to be spent focusing of playing the ‘shot’
chords tightly and cleanly. This feeling continues at measure 33, and gives the tenor saxophone, trombone,
and bassoon players an opportunity to shine as they perform a counter melody.

The Trio section was composed to reflect the style of a traditional march, with a standard bass line and
smooth melody. This section is to be played with a light bounce, in order to affectively contrast the rest of
the piece. As the flute, oboe, and alto saxophone bring in a counter melody, be sure it does not dominate the
main melody, even though it is new material and should normally be meant to shine.

PREVIEW ONLY

Ryan Meeboer is a music educator, who obtained his degree through the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.
As a composer, he has written and arranged many pieces for concert band, jazz band, and small ensembles. His young band piece, Last Voyage of
the Queen Anne's Revenge, has been well received by performers, educators, and audiences, and his pieces are starting to be found on festival and
contest lists. As a performer, he has had experience in several groups, including concert and stage bands, chamber choir, vocal jazz ensemble,
acoustic duets, and the Hamilton based swing group, ““The Main Swing Connection”.

Ryan began studying music at the age of seven through private guitar lessons. During his years in elementary and secondary school, he gained
experience in several families of instruments. Focusing on music education and theory (including composition and orchestration), he attended
McMaster University to achieve his honours degree in music. Ryan is currently a teacher for the Halton District School Board in Ontario, where
he continues to compose and arrange.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

ryan.meeboer@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781771570657 COST: $50.00 DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 1.5
CATALOG NUMBER: CB14250 DURATION: 2:40 Concert Band
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