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THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTMAS
STEPHEN BULLA

The name of Stephen Bulla is well known throughout a wide spectrum of musical idioms. He is currently in
his third decade as Chief Arranger for The President’s Own US Marine Band and White House Orchestra
- a position that gives him responsibility for the production of music that encompasses countless styles and
instrumental combinations.

In addition to his composition and arranging, Stephen is also an accomplished trombonist. He is a member
of The Salvation Army’s popular ‘Spiritual to the Bone’ ensemble, for whom he has produced many excellent
arrangements, and has also made a number of valued contributions to the many instrumental and vocal
journals published by The Salvation Army around the world.

Originally written as the ‘show opener’ for one of The Salvation Army’s spectacular annual Christmas
Carol concerts in London, and premiered by The International Staff Band, Stephen Bulla’s overture The
Proclamation of Christmas is an extended work that features a number of popular Christmas tunes including
Hark The Herald Angels Sing, Ding Dong, Merrily on High and The First Nowell. There are also two slightly
less well-known tunes that are linked to the carols While Shepherds Watched and Angels from the Realms of
Glory and the piece concludes with a final flourish from O Come, all ye Faithful... O Come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Its dramatic opening and imaginative structure make it a rewarding piece to rehearse and perform, and it
certainly fulfils all the requirements of a Christmas show opener! So, we firmly believe that this overture
will be a popular addition to Christmas repertoire for concert band in the same way as it was is its original
version for brass band.

The Proclamation of Christmas
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