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@ Comments

Hiroki Takahashi (b. 1979) is known for his original wind band works, chamber ensembles for woodwinds and
percussion, and a contemporary pop style such as in Amusement Park Suite and The Times which is popular amongst
many school bands in Japan.

Three of his marches have been selected as All Japan Band Competition test pieces: 2003 (British Folk Song
March), 2005 (Street Performer's March), and 2010 (Standard March).

Light of Hope is dedicated to those affected by the 2011 Northeast Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. Takahashi first
thought of composing a requiem but decided instead on a message of encouragement with hopes of a bright future.
Thereafter, the idea was changed to a bright style march in 6/8 time.

After a radiant introduction and a delightful development section, a percussion feature brings the music to soothing
yet dramatic cantabile trio section in 4/4 time. A return of the 6/8 percussion soli foreshadows the recapitulation. A
heroic melodic line maintains forward momentum throughout the piece. Its core message of a better tomorrow and
triumph over difficulties makes this concert march very popular repertoire in Japan.

(Dec. 2012, Brain & Bravo Music)

@ Reference recording:
Toward Higher Mountains ( BRAIN MUSIC Concert & March Collection BOCD-7347 (Brain Music) )
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